TELEKOM MALAYSIA AND 15 OTHER INTERNATIONAL TELCOS SIGNS AGREEMENT FOR SEA – ME – WE 4

Kuala Lumpur, 19/4/2004 – Telekom Malaysia together with 15 other international Telcos recently signed an agreement for a new submarine cable system named South East Asia – Middle East – Western Europe 4 (“SEA-ME-WE 4”). 
The consortium awarded the contract for the project jointly to Alcatel Submarine Networks, France and Fujitsu Ltd., Japan. The estimated project cost is US$ 0.5 billion.

The system will span some 20,000 km across the Eastern and Western parts of the world, to achieve ultra fast terabit per second connectivity and will land in the following countries – Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Italy, Tunisia, Algeria and France. The system is amongst the most economical cable system in the region built with the latest state of art technology.

Its construction is expected to be ready for services in the third quarter of 2005.

The construction of this cable system is an obvious testimony to the growing demand for high capacity broadband links that are essential in today’s world of high-speed international connectivity and on-line business. Many developing markets are expecting to see strong growth in the short term as the economy recovers and the continuing efforts to embrace the broadband technologies and infrastructure’s expansion.

Telekom Malaysia, as the nation’s leading communications provider, is always in the forefront in providing the best service for the customers and the nation in line with the Government’s aspiration of making Malaysia a regional communications hub.
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